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1 Emerging Middle Powers 2026 

 
 

 Population:   Experts and decision-makers from Brazil, Germany, India, Indonesia and 

South Africa and the Körber Foundation or their cooperation partners 

have contact with.  

 

Method:  Online Interviews (CATI) 

 

Field Work:  January 26th to April 7th, 2026 

 

Sample size:  Overall: 1.061 respondents 

Brazil: 341 respondents 

Germany: 216 respondents 

India: 203 respondents 

South Africa: 153 respondents 

Indonesia: 148 respondents 

 

Weighting:  In the column "Total" the different countries do have the same weight. 



Emerging Middle Powers 2026
 

Total

Germany
South 
Africa Brazil India Indonesia

Question 1:
Which three of the following actors have the biggest 
influence on foreign policy in your country?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Head of government 84% 91% 71% 93% 72% 93%
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 77% 62% 80% 88% 81% 74%
Ruling political parties 38% 33% 70% 18% 40% 28%
Business sector 36% 38% 20% 57% 38% 25%
Foreign actors 19% 30% 24% 11% 7% 22%
Ministry of Economy 11% 8% 9% 8% 19% 11%
Ministry of Defence 9% 9% 3% 3% 18% 13%
Parliament 9% 10% 8% 9% 5% 11%
Media 8% 13% 7% 5% 7% 6%
Civil society 5% 4% 6% 5% 1% 10%
Political parties in the opposition 1% - 1% 2% 3% 1%
Trade unions 1% ∗ 2% ∗ 2% 1%
don't know/not answered 1% 1% - ∗ 1% 1%
total 298% 298% 300% 299% 297% 297%

f25.0310 Ma, Sf/Os, February 2026
Country
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Germany
South 
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f25.0310 Ma, Sf/Os, February 2026
Country

Question 2:
How do you rate your government's handling of foreign 
policy in 2025?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Very positive 23% 11% 22% 43% 37% 4%
Somewhat positive 44% 63% 48% 45% 43% 22%
Somewhat negative 19% 19% 17% 7% 9% 45%
Very negative 11% 6% 13% 5% 6% 26%
don't know/not answered 2% 1% 1% 1% 4% 3%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Very positive/Somewhat positive 68% 74% 69% 88% 81% 26%
Somewhat negative/Very negative 31% 25% 30% 12% 15% 71%
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Germany
South 
Africa Brazil India Indonesia

f25.0310 Ma, Sf/Os, February 2026
Country

Question 3:
What do you think are the top three foreign policy priorities 
for your country?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

INTEGRATION / COOPERATION 56% 62% 69% 73% 35% 40%
  International trade / market access / export diversification / 
trade agreements

27% 16% 27% 43% 30% 18%

  International order / multilateralism / global governance 18% 10% 29% 31% 2% 18%
  EU / European integration / Europe 10% 48% 1% 1% ∗ -
  Regional integration / regional organisations 7% - 11% 9% 1% 14%
  BRICS / South-South cooperation 7% 1% 22% 12% 1% 1%
  Reform of international institutions 2% 1% 4% 5% - -
Economy / investment / growth / competitiveness 28% 17% 32% 17% 22% 51%

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS 53% 56% 59% 58% 47% 47%
  Bilateral partnerships, alliances and international 
cooperation (general)

16% 19% 16% 16% 11% 15%

  Strategic autonomy / sovereignty / independence from 
foreign influence

12% 7% 7% 19% 9% 16%

  International influence / leadership / prestige / strengthen 
own role

11% 5% 12% 15% 9% 15%

  Relations with USA 9% 17% 10% 10% 7% 2%
  Relations with neighbouring countries 5% 1% 6% 4% 11% 1%
  Relations with the Global South 4% 5% 5% 7% 2% 2%
  Non-alignment / neutrality / multi-alignment 4% - 9% 1% 6% 5%
  Relations with China 4% 6% 1% 2% 8% 1%
  Relations with the West / NATO / transatlantic security 
cooperation

3% 13% 1% ∗ ∗ -

  Balance between major powers 2% ∗ 2% 1% 3% 1%
  Relations with Russia ∗ 1% 1% - ∗ -

CRISIS / CONFLICTS 34% 61% 39% 18% 18% 33%
  Security / peace / stability / peacemaking 19% 22% 27% 15% 12% 20%
  Russia / Ukraine war and related European security threats 8% 39% - ∗ - 1%
  Middle East war / conflict 6% 6% 12% - 1% 11%
  Terrorism / crime 1% 1% - 1% 5% -
  Great-power rivalry / East-West / bipolar rivalry 1% ∗ 1% 2% - 2%
  General wars / conflicts / crises ∗ 1% 1% 1% - -
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Total

Germany
South 
Africa Brazil India Indonesia

f25.0310 Ma, Sf/Os, February 2026
Country

NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE 20% 17% 13% 16% 31% 25%
  Defence / military strength 9% 14% 1% 2% 16% 14%
  Development / technological development / sustainable 
development

5% ∗ 4% 8% 10% 4%

  Focus on national interests 3% 1% 3% 4% 4% 4%
  Domestic problems / domestic policies 2% ∗ 5% 2% 3% 1%
  Territorial integrity / border security 2% - 1% 1% 4% 5%

OTHER ISSUES 24% 21% 19% 33% 20% 27%
  Climate / environment / sustainabily 6% 6% 2% 20% 1% 1%
  Migration / refugees / protection of citizens abroad 5% 5% 1% 2% 1% 18%
  Energy / resources / energy transition 4% 5% 1% ∗ 13% 2%
  Human rights / equality / democracy 4% 3% 11% 4% 1% 2%
  Protection of democracy / anti-authoritarianism 2% 4% 3% 4% ∗ 1%
  Hunger / poverty / humanitarian issues 3% 1% 1% 7% ∗ 4%
  Other specific foreign-policy priority 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1%
Unclear / non-substantive / not codable 2% 1% 3% 2% 1% 2%
don't know/not answered 8% ∗ 2% 4% 24% 9%
total 264% 280% 275% 273% 228% 263%
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Question 4:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Overview: (extremely) important (8-10)
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

China 86% 74% 93% 97% 76% 92%
United States 81% 89% 63% 91% 82% 78%
France 57% 93% 32% 62% 59% 36%
Russia 55% 36% 48% 55% 87% 49%
Japan 54% 55% 39% 37% 64% 77%
UK 50% 75% 52% 38% 42% 43%
India 44% 54% 67% 64% - 37%
Germany 39% - 49% 56% 48% 41%
Saudi Arabia 38% 16% 33% 25% 53% 63%
Australia 36% 34% 20% 8% 38% 80%
Brazil 30% 32% 56% - 30% 32%
Argentina 25% 10% 14% 78% 10% 13%
South Africa 21% 19% - 40% 20% 26%
Nigeria 21% 12% 40% 16% 18% 18%
Indonesia 19% 22% 24% 20% 30% -
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Germany
South 
Africa Brazil India Indonesia

f25.0310 Ma, Sf/Os, February 2026
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Question 4_1:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

United States
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) ∗ - - ∗ - 1%
(2) ∗ ∗ 1% ∗ - -
(3) ∗ - 1% - - -
(4) 1% ∗ 2% ∗ 2% 2%
(5) 3% 1% 8% ∗ 2% 5%
(6) 3% 3% 5% 2% 2% 4%
(7) 10% 5% 19% 4% 11% 11%
(8) 15% 14% 20% 10% 15% 18%
(9) 15% 17% 15% 18% 13% 14%
extremely important (10) 50% 58% 29% 63% 54% 46%
don't know/not answered 1% 1% 1% 1% - -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 1% ∗ 1% 1% - 1%
(extremely) important (8-10) 81% 89% 63% 91% 82% 78%
average 8,8 9,2 8,0 9,3 8,9 8,6
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Question 4_2:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

China
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) ∗ - - ∗ - -
(2) ∗ ∗ - ∗ - -
(3) - - - - - -
(4) 1% - - - 2% 1%
(5) 2% 3% 1% ∗ 5% 2%
(6) 3% 8% 1% 1% 3% 3%
(7) 7% 14% 6% 1% 12% 2%
(8) 22% 31% 22% 5% 28% 21%
(9) 18% 16% 22% 13% 16% 22%
extremely important (10) 47% 27% 48% 79% 33% 49%
don't know/not answered ∗ ∗ - ∗ ∗ 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) ∗ ∗ - 1% - -
(extremely) important (8-10) 86% 74% 93% 97% 76% 92%
average 8,9 8,3 9,1 9,7 8,4 9,0
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Question 4_3:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

India
base ( 100% ) 849 216 153 341 0 148

not important at all (1) ∗ - - ∗ -
(2) 1% - 1% - 2%
(3) 1% ∗ 1% 1% 3%
(4) 3% 1% 3% 3% 3%
(5) 7% 6% 5% 3% 14%
(6) 12% 14% 7% 10% 18%
(7) 20% 24% 18% 18% 21%
(8) 24% 25% 29% 24% 18%
(9) 17% 17% 18% 21% 11%
extremely important (10) 15% 13% 20% 19% 7%
don't know/not answered 1% ∗ - 1% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 2% ∗ 1% 1% 5%
(extremely) important (8-10) 55% 54% 67% 64% 37%
average 7,6 7,6 7,9 7,9 6,8
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Question 4_4:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

France
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) ∗ - - - ∗ 1%
(2) 1% ∗ 1% 1% ∗ 1%
(3) 2% - 4% 1% 2% 3%
(4) 3% 1% 5% 2% 2% 6%
(5) 9% ∗ 19% 5% 4% 17%
(6) 10% ∗ 18% 11% 11% 11%
(7) 17% 3% 22% 17% 19% 24%
(8) 22% 11% 16% 38% 25% 22%
(9) 14% 18% 8% 17% 16% 9%
extremely important (10) 20% 64% 7% 8% 18% 5%
don't know/not answered 1% 1% - 1% 1% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 3% ∗ 5% 2% 3% 5%
(extremely) important (8-10) 57% 93% 32% 62% 59% 36%
average 7,6 9,4 6,6 7,6 7,7 6,7
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Question 4_5:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Russia
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) 1% 5% 1% 1% - -
(2) 2% 7% 3% 1% - 1%
(3) 3% 7% 6% 2% ∗ 1%
(4) 4% 8% 7% 1% 1% 2%
(5) 9% 12% 11% 8% ∗ 11%
(6) 11% 12% 14% 14% 2% 14%
(7) 14% 11% 11% 17% 9% 22%
(8) 21% 15% 16% 26% 22% 26%
(9) 16% 11% 13% 19% 24% 11%
extremely important (10) 18% 10% 19% 9% 41% 11%
don't know/not answered 1% 1% - 1% - -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 7% 20% 10% 3% ∗ 2%
(extremely) important (8-10) 55% 36% 48% 55% 87% 49%
average 7,3 6,1 7,0 7,4 8,8 7,3
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Question 4_6:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Germany
base ( 100% ) 849 0 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) ∗ - - ∗ 1%
(2) ∗ 1% - 1% -
(3) 2% 1% 1% 1% 4%
(4) 3% 2% 2% 3% 5%
(5) 10% 9% 6% 11% 11%
(6) 15% 16% 13% 15% 17%
(7) 20% 22% 20% 19% 20%
(8) 24% 18% 29% 29% 22%
(9) 16% 18% 20% 11% 14%
extremely important (10) 9% 13% 7% 8% 5%
don't know/not answered 1% - 1% 1% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 3% 2% 1% 2% 5%
(extremely) important (8-10) 49% 49% 56% 48% 41%
average 7,3 7,4 7,6 7,2 6,9
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Question 4_7:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

UK
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) ∗ - - - 1% -
(2) ∗ - 1% ∗ - 1%
(3) 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1%
(4) 3% 1% 1% 4% 4% 6%
(5) 9% 2% 9% 9% 13% 11%
(6) 14% 6% 12% 20% 16% 14%
(7) 22% 14% 23% 26% 23% 23%
(8) 22% 21% 22% 23% 21% 22%
(9) 16% 29% 15% 12% 12% 13%
extremely important (10) 12% 25% 15% 3% 9% 8%
don't know/not answered ∗ 1% - 1% - -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 2% 1% 3% 3% 2% 2%
(extremely) important (8-10) 50% 75% 52% 38% 42% 43%
average 7,4 8,4 7,5 7,0 7,1 7,1
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Question 4_8:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Brazil
base ( 100% ) 849 216 153 0 203 148

not important at all (1) ∗ - 1% 1% -
(2) 1% - - 2% 1%
(3) 4% 3% 2% 5% 4%
(4) 7% 6% 4% 6% 9%
(5) 13% 13% 8% 19% 11%
(6) 16% 21% 12% 15% 17%
(7) 21% 24% 17% 20% 25%
(8) 19% 19% 24% 16% 18%
(9) 9% 9% 12% 7% 9%
extremely important (10) 9% 4% 21% 7% 4%
don't know/not answered ∗ ∗ - 1% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 5% 3% 3% 8% 5%
(extremely) important (8-10) 37% 32% 56% 30% 32%
average 6,8 6,7 7,6 6,4 6,6
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Question 4_9:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Saudi Arabia
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) ∗ ∗ 1% ∗ - -
(2) 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% -
(3) 4% 8% 6% 4% 1% 1%
(4) 7% 10% 10% 10% 5% 1%
(5) 14% 22% 16% 17% 7% 6%
(6) 15% 21% 16% 21% 9% 9%
(7) 20% 21% 17% 18% 23% 20%
(8) 19% 11% 16% 13% 26% 26%
(9) 11% 2% 7% 9% 14% 22%
extremely important (10) 8% 2% 9% 3% 12% 14%
don't know/not answered 1% ∗ 1% 2% ∗ -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 5% 10% 8% 6% 2% 1%
(extremely) important (8-10) 38% 16% 33% 25% 53% 63%
average 6,8 5,9 6,5 6,2 7,4 7,9
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Question 4_10:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

South Africa
base ( 100% ) 849 216 0 341 203 148

not important at all (1) 1% ∗ 1% 1% 1%
(2) 4% 4% 1% 4% 5%
(3) 6% 12% 4% 5% 4%
(4) 9% 14% 5% 12% 6%
(5) 20% 22% 15% 22% 20%
(6) 16% 14% 13% 16% 21%
(7) 17% 15% 19% 18% 15%
(8) 13% 10% 18% 10% 13%
(9) 8% 6% 14% 5% 8%
extremely important (10) 5% 3% 7% 4% 5%
don't know/not answered 1% - 1% 1% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 11% 16% 7% 10% 11%
(extremely) important (8-10) 26% 19% 40% 20% 26%
average 6,1 5,6 6,8 5,9 6,1
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Question 4_11:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Argentina
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) 3% 2% 5% 1% 4% 5%
(2) 5% 6% 6% 1% 6% 6%
(3) 9% 14% 14% ∗ 10% 7%
(4) 13% 17% 14% 1% 15% 16%
(5) 17% 20% 23% 2% 20% 19%
(6) 14% 15% 16% 4% 17% 17%
(7) 12% 14% 8% 9% 15% 15%
(8) 9% 8% 7% 18% 4% 6%
(9) 8% 1% 6% 23% 3% 3%
extremely important (10) 9% ∗ 1% 37% 2% 3%
don't know/not answered 2% ∗ 1% 4% 3% 2%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 17% 23% 24% 1% 21% 18%
(extremely) important (8-10) 25% 10% 14% 78% 10% 13%
average 5,8 5,0 5,0 8,6 5,1 5,3
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Question 4_12:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Nigeria
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) 4% 3% 4% 3% 5% 6%
(2) 7% 9% 3% 5% 8% 7%
(3) 10% 13% 4% 9% 12% 11%
(4) 12% 19% 5% 9% 14% 11%
(5) 16% 17% 15% 19% 17% 12%
(6) 16% 14% 16% 19% 11% 18%
(7) 13% 12% 12% 16% 11% 15%
(8) 11% 9% 14% 10% 11% 12%
(9) 5% 2% 12% 4% 3% 2%
extremely important (10) 4% ∗ 13% 1% 3% 3%
don't know/not answered 2% - 1% 4% 3% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 21% 25% 11% 18% 26% 25%
(extremely) important (8-10) 21% 12% 40% 16% 18% 18%
average 5,5 4,9 6,6 5,5 5,1 5,3
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Question 4_13:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Australia
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) 2% 1% 3% 5% ∗ -
(2) 4% 3% 6% 10% 1% -
(3) 6% 5% 12% 10% 5% -
(4) 8% 11% 10% 15% 5% 1%
(5) 15% 17% 18% 22% 13% 4%
(6) 13% 14% 19% 12% 17% 5%
(7) 14% 15% 12% 13% 20% 10%
(8) 16% 19% 10% 6% 21% 25%
(9) 11% 11% 5% 2% 10% 28%
extremely important (10) 9% 5% 5% 1% 7% 27%
don't know/not answered 1% ∗ 1% 4% 1% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 12% 9% 20% 25% 6% -
(extremely) important (8-10) 36% 34% 20% 8% 38% 80%
average 6,4 6,4 5,6 4,8 6,8 8,4
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Question 4_14:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Japan
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not important at all (1) ∗ - 1% - - -
(2) 1% 1% 3% ∗ ∗ -
(3) 2% ∗ 4% 3% 1% 1%
(4) 5% 5% 9% 8% 3% 1%
(5) 9% 6% 16% 15% 5% 1%
(6) 11% 11% 14% 14% 8% 7%
(7) 17% 21% 13% 21% 17% 13%
(8) 23% 27% 18% 21% 23% 26%
(9) 17% 19% 11% 11% 21% 24%
extremely important (10) 14% 9% 10% 5% 19% 27%
don't know/not answered 1% ∗ - 2% 1% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 3% 1% 8% 3% 1% 1%
(extremely) important (8-10) 54% 55% 39% 37% 64% 77%
average 7,4 7,5 6,6 6,8 7,9 8,4
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Question 4_15:

On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not important at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely important' how important are your 
country's bilateral relations with the following countries?

Indonesia
base ( 100% ) 849 216 153 341 203 0

not important at all (1) 2% 1% 3% 2% ∗
(2) 3% 3% 6% 2% 1%
(3) 8% 6% 12% 8% 5%
(4) 11% 11% 12% 12% 8%
(5) 16% 19% 14% 16% 15%
(6) 15% 15% 10% 17% 18%
(7) 19% 22% 16% 18% 20%
(8) 13% 13% 8% 11% 18%
(9) 6% 6% 5% 7% 7%
extremely important (10) 5% 3% 10% 2% 4%
don't know/not answered 3% ∗ 3% 4% 3%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not important (at all) (1-3) 13% 11% 21% 12% 7%
(extremely) important (8-10) 24% 22% 24% 20% 30%
average 6,0 6,0 5,7 5,8 6,4
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Question 5:
How do you evaluate the global influence of the following 
countries?

Overview: Positive / Somewhat positive
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

China 53% 12% 72% 76% 34% 71%
Russia 24% 1% 24% 13% 45% 37%
United States 19% 14% 14% 12% 39% 18%
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Question5_1:
How do you evaluate the global influence of the following 
countries?

United States
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Positive 5% ∗ 3% 4% 10% 5%
Somewhat positive 15% 13% 10% 7% 29% 13%
Somewhat negative 35% 42% 24% 30% 35% 44%
Negative 45% 44% 61% 58% 25% 38%
don't know/not answered 1% 1% 1% 1% ∗ -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Positive/Somewhat positive 19% 14% 14% 12% 39% 18%
Somewhat negative/Negative 80% 85% 85% 88% 61% 82%
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Question5_2:
How do you evaluate the global influence of the following 
countries?

China
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Positive 11% ∗ 21% 16% 6% 11%
Somewhat positive 42% 12% 51% 60% 29% 59%
Somewhat negative 32% 51% 25% 18% 42% 24%
Negative 14% 36% 3% 4% 22% 3%
don't know/not answered 1% ∗ - 1% 1% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Positive/Somewhat positive 53% 12% 72% 76% 34% 71%
Somewhat negative/Negative 46% 88% 28% 23% 64% 28%
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Question5_3:
How do you evaluate the global influence of the following 
countries?

Russia
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Positive 5% ∗ 9% 2% 9% 7%
Somewhat positive 19% ∗ 15% 11% 36% 30%
Somewhat negative 30% 5% 28% 41% 38% 39%
Negative 43% 94% 45% 43% 14% 19%
don't know/not answered 3% 1% 3% 2% 3% 5%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Positive/Somewhat positive 24% 1% 24% 13% 45% 37%
Somewhat negative/Negative 73% 98% 73% 85% 52% 57%
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Question 6:
How do you evaluate the influence of the following country 
in ... ?

Overview: Positive / Somewhat positive
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

China 55% 14% 80% 83% 23% 74%
Russia 45% 1% 37% 35% 90% 60%
United States 29% 18% 18% 20% 58% 32%
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Question 6_1:
How do you evaluate the influence of the following country 
in ... ?

United States
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Positive 5% 1% 2% 5% 14% 4%
Somewhat positive 24% 16% 16% 15% 44% 28%
Somewhat negative 39% 52% 27% 46% 28% 44%
Negative 30% 29% 54% 33% 13% 22%
don't know/not answered 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Positive/Somewhat positive 29% 18% 18% 20% 58% 32%
Somewhat negative/Negative 70% 81% 81% 79% 41% 66%
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Question 6_2:
How do you evaluate the influence of the following country 
in ... ?

China
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Positive 13% ∗ 28% 21% 2% 14%
Somewhat positive 42% 13% 52% 62% 20% 60%
Somewhat negative 31% 57% 16% 13% 46% 20%
Negative 14% 28% 4% 3% 31% 5%
don't know/not answered 1% 1% - 1% 1% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Positive/Somewhat positive 55% 14% 80% 83% 23% 74%
Somewhat negative/Negative 45% 85% 20% 16% 76% 26%

Seite 27



Emerging Middle Powers 2026
 

Total

Germany
South 
Africa Brazil India Indonesia

f25.0310 Ma, Sf/Os, February 2026
Country

Question 6_3:
How do you evaluate the influence of the following country 
in ... ?

Russia
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Positive 14% ∗ 12% 4% 44% 7%
Somewhat positive 31% ∗ 25% 30% 46% 53%
Somewhat negative 23% 8% 31% 43% 6% 24%
Negative 28% 91% 28% 13% 2% 7%
don't know/not answered 5% ∗ 3% 9% 1% 9%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Positive/Somewhat positive 45% 1% 37% 35% 90% 60%
Somewhat negative/Negative 51% 99% 59% 56% 8% 31%
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Question 7:
What is the best description for the current distribution of 
power in the world?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

USA-dominated 17% 14% 16% 8% 27% 18%
Chinese dominated 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%
Somewhat distributed between USA and China 37% 40% 31% 46% 31% 39%
Somewhat distributed between USA, China and Russia 21% 22% 14% 28% 24% 17%
Somewhat distributed between many different powers 24% 23% 37% 16% 16% 26%
don't know/not answered 1% ∗ 1% 1% 1% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 8:
With growing US-China rivalry how should your country 
position itself?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Somewhat on the American side 18% 43% 6% 5% 32% 7%
Somewhat on the Chinese side 10% 2% 22% 14% 5% 9%
Non-aligned 70% 53% 72% 80% 60% 84%
don't know/not answered 2% 2% 1% 2% 3% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 9:
Do you think the dominance of the US dollar in international 
trade and finance is ...?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Somewhat favourable for your country 23% 41% 17% 16% 29% 11%
Somewhat unfavourable for your country 67% 44% 73% 76% 60% 80%
Has no impact on your country 4% 6% 4% 2% 4% 3%
don't know/not answered 7% 8% 6% 6% 7% 6%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 10:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

Overview: (extremely) relevant (8-10)
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

European Union 73% 97% 68% 77% 65% 56%
G20 63% 50% 65% 72% 58% 67%
United Nations 61% 62% 62% 71% 36% 75%
BRICS 58% 15% 74% 80% 65% 57%
WTO 57% 51% 60% 60% 42% 74%
IMF and World Bank 54% 47% 61% 48% 51% 64%
ASEAN 46% 19% 31% 39% 53% 89%
G7 46% 66% 41% 36% 47% 40%
MERCOSUR 37% 35% 21% 90% 20% 19%
African Union 31% 12% 66% 24% 29% 22%
G77 28% 7% 41% 35% 27% 32%
GCC 24% 7% 25% 10% 49% 28%
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 22% 4% 27% 3% 46% 32%
Trump's Board of Peace 10% 4% 4% 6% 10% 27%
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Question 10_1:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

European Union
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 1% - 1% 1% 2% 1%
(2) ∗ - - - ∗ 1%
(3) 1% - 3% ∗ 2% 1%
(4) 2% 1% 1% 1% 1% 3%
(5) 5% ∗ 7% 2% 7% 8%
(6) 5% ∗ 7% 3% 5% 11%
(7) 13% 1% 14% 16% 14% 18%
(8) 20% 4% 25% 27% 21% 22%
(9) 17% 8% 19% 20% 20% 20%
extremely relevant (10) 36% 86% 24% 30% 24% 15%
I do not know this grouping/ institution ∗ - - ∗ 1% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 3% - 3% 1% 5% 3%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 73% 97% 68% 77% 65% 56%
average 8,3 9,7 8,0 8,4 7,8 7,5
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Question 10_2:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

African Union
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 4% 2% 1% 4% 7% 7%
(2) 4% 9% 1% 3% 1% 4%
(3) 8% 15% 1% 7% 8% 9%
(4) 8% 14% 1% 7% 8% 11%
(5) 15% 18% 9% 16% 14% 18%
(6) 15% 17% 10% 18% 12% 16%
(7) 15% 12% 12% 20% 19% 10%
(8) 15% 10% 20% 14% 18% 11%
(9) 6% 1% 11% 6% 5% 5%
extremely relevant (10) 10% 1% 35% 4% 6% 5%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 1% 1% - 1% 2% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 16% 27% 3% 13% 16% 20%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 31% 12% 66% 24% 29% 22%
average 6,1 5,0 8,1 6,0 6,0 5,5
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Question 10_3:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

ASEAN
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 2% ∗ 3% 1% 2% 1%
(2) 3% 3% 7% 3% 1% -
(3) 4% 6% 5% 5% 2% -
(4) 5% 8% 10% 3% 3% 1%
(5) 11% 21% 11% 11% 9% -
(6) 13% 19% 18% 15% 8% 3%
(7) 16% 21% 12% 17% 20% 7%
(8) 17% 15% 14% 24% 21% 9%
(9) 11% 3% 8% 9% 17% 16%
extremely relevant (10) 19% 2% 8% 6% 15% 63%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 2% 1% 3% 4% 2% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 8% 10% 14% 10% 5% 1%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 46% 19% 31% 39% 53% 89%
average 7,1 6,0 6,1 6,7 7,4 9,2
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Question 10_4:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

MERCOSUR
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 4% ∗ 7% ∗ 5% 6%
(2) 3% 1% 6% - 2% 6%
(3) 5% 5% 8% - 5% 6%
(4) 6% 6% 10% 1% 7% 8%
(5) 13% 15% 14% 2% 17% 16%
(6) 13% 17% 16% 3% 12% 17%
(7) 14% 20% 16% 4% 12% 16%
(8) 14% 21% 10% 13% 15% 11%
(9) 8% 9% 4% 19% 2% 4%
extremely relevant (10) 15% 5% 7% 57% 3% 3%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 6% ∗ 3% 1% 19% 6%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 12% 6% 20% ∗ 13% 18%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 37% 35% 21% 90% 20% 19%
average 6,6 6,6 5,6 9,2 5,7 5,6
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Question 10_5:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

United Nations
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 2% 1% 1% 1% 6% -
(2) 1% 1% - ∗ 4% 1%
(3) 4% 4% 3% 1% 9% 2%
(4) 3% 4% 4% 2% 3% -
(5) 7% 6% 10% 4% 12% 5%
(6) 8% 9% 7% 8% 10% 7%
(7) 14% 14% 14% 13% 17% 10%
(8) 18% 23% 18% 15% 12% 20%
(9) 16% 20% 12% 17% 13% 18%
extremely relevant (10) 28% 19% 31% 39% 11% 37%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 1% - - - 2% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 7% 6% 4% 2% 20% 3%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 61% 62% 62% 71% 36% 75%
average 7,7 7,6 7,8 8,3 6,3 8,4
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Question 10_6:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

WTO
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 1% 1% - 1% 3% -
(2) 2% 2% 1% 1% 4% 1%
(3) 2% 2% 2% 2% 3% 1%
(4) 3% 3% 5% 3% 3% 1%
(5) 9% 10% 4% 10% 14% 6%
(6) 10% 11% 12% 8% 10% 7%
(7) 15% 19% 15% 16% 18% 9%
(8) 20% 25% 18% 18% 15% 22%
(9) 17% 16% 15% 16% 16% 22%
extremely relevant (10) 21% 11% 27% 26% 11% 30%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 1% ∗ 1% 1% 2% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 5% 5% 3% 3% 10% 3%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 57% 51% 60% 60% 42% 74%
average 7,6 7,2 7,8 7,8 6,8 8,2
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Question 10_7:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

G20
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 1% ∗ - ∗ 1% 1%
(2) 1% 2% 1% - 2% -
(3) 2% 3% 1% - 1% 3%
(4) 3% 3% 7% 1% 1% 2%
(5) 7% 11% 3% 6% 10% 3%
(6) 9% 14% 7% 9% 8% 8%
(7) 15% 17% 16% 12% 16% 16%
(8) 21% 23% 17% 23% 22% 19%
(9) 18% 19% 20% 21% 13% 18%
extremely relevant (10) 24% 9% 29% 28% 23% 30%
I do not know this grouping/ institution ∗ - - ∗ 2% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 3% 5% 1% ∗ 5% 3%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 63% 50% 65% 72% 58% 67%
average 7,8 7,2 8,0 8,2 7,6 8,1
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Question 10_8:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

G7
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 2% ∗ 1% 3% 2% 4%
(2) 3% 2% 2% 3% 2% 3%
(3) 4% ∗ 4% 4% 2% 7%
(4) 4% 3% 8% 4% 3% 4%
(5) 11% 6% 10% 16% 10% 11%
(6) 13% 6% 20% 13% 12% 11%
(7) 17% 15% 14% 20% 18% 20%
(8) 20% 24% 21% 16% 20% 19%
(9) 14% 27% 7% 12% 11% 11%
extremely relevant (10) 12% 15% 13% 8% 16% 9%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 1% - 1% 1% 3% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 8% 3% 7% 10% 6% 15%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 46% 66% 41% 36% 47% 40%
average 7,0 7,8 6,8 6,6 7,2 6,5
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Question 10_9:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

BRICS
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 1% 2% 1% 1% 1% 1%
(2) 2% 6% 2% - 1% 1%
(3) 4% 13% 1% 1% 3% 2%
(4) 5% 17% 2% 1% 3% 2%
(5) 8% 21% 5% 4% 7% 5%
(6) 8% 14% 5% 4% 6% 9%
(7) 13% 13% 9% 9% 12% 21%
(8) 17% 10% 14% 16% 22% 23%
(9) 15% 3% 16% 19% 18% 20%
extremely relevant (10) 26% 2% 43% 45% 25% 15%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 1% - 1% 1% 2% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 7% 20% 4% 2% 5% 5%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 58% 15% 74% 80% 65% 57%
average 7,5 5,3 8,4 8,7 7,8 7,6
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Question 10_10:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

G77
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 4% 3% 3% 4% 5% 5%
(2) 5% 15% 2% 2% 4% 3%
(3) 7% 16% 4% 5% 5% 5%
(4) 8% 10% 7% 9% 6% 7%
(5) 12% 16% 8% 11% 13% 14%
(6) 10% 9% 14% 11% 7% 9%
(7) 14% 8% 14% 16% 15% 16%
(8) 12% 5% 12% 15% 13% 14%
(9) 8% 1% 12% 11% 7% 11%
extremely relevant (10) 8% 1% 16% 9% 7% 7%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 11% 14% 6% 8% 18% 8%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 16% 35% 8% 11% 15% 14%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 28% 7% 41% 35% 27% 32%
average 6,1 4,4 6,9 6,5 6,1 6,3
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Question 10_11:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

GCC
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 3% 2% 4% 4% 1% 3%
(2) 3% 8% 5% 3% ∗ 1%
(3) 6% 13% 6% 5% 2% 3%
(4) 7% 13% 5% 6% 4% 7%
(5) 15% 15% 20% 13% 10% 19%
(6) 11% 12% 12% 10% 6% 14%
(7) 13% 8% 10% 11% 18% 17%
(8) 13% 6% 14% 7% 25% 16%
(9) 5% 1% 3% 2% 12% 6%
extremely relevant (10) 6% ∗ 8% 1% 12% 6%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 18% 23% 13% 36% 9% 7%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 12% 24% 14% 13% 4% 7%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 24% 7% 25% 10% 49% 28%
average 6,0 4,7 6,0 5,4 7,3 6,3
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Question 10_12:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

IMF and World Bank
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 1% - 1% 1% ∗ 1%
(2) 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%
(3) 1% ∗ 2% 1% 2% 1%
(4) 3% 2% 4% 3% 5% 3%
(5) 9% 15% 4% 10% 9% 7%
(6) 12% 11% 11% 16% 11% 10%
(7) 18% 23% 16% 21% 17% 14%
(8) 21% 20% 23% 21% 21% 20%
(9) 16% 16% 17% 13% 13% 23%
extremely relevant (10) 17% 12% 22% 13% 17% 20%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 1% ∗ 1% 1% 2% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 3% 1% 3% 3% 4% 3%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 54% 47% 61% 48% 51% 64%
average 7,5 7,3 7,8 7,3 7,3 7,8
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Question 10_13:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 7% 9% 4% 15% 1% 6%
(2) 6% 13% 5% 7% 2% 1%
(3) 9% 19% 8% 8% 3% 5%
(4) 9% 11% 14% 9% 5% 8%
(5) 11% 13% 10% 14% 6% 12%
(6) 9% 6% 10% 8% 6% 14%
(7) 10% 3% 15% 5% 15% 14%
(8) 9% 2% 12% 3% 17% 12%
(9) 7% ∗ 9% - 14% 11%
extremely relevant (10) 6% 1% 6% 1% 15% 9%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 17% 23% 6% 32% 15% 7%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 22% 42% 18% 29% 7% 13%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 22% 4% 27% 3% 46% 32%
average 5,5 3,7 5,8 3,9 7,2 6,3
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Question 10_14:
On a scale from 1 to 10 where 1 means 'not relevant at all' 
and 10 means 'extremely relevant', how relevant are the 
following international institutions and groupings from your 
point of view for your country?

Trump's Board of Peace
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

not relevant at all (1) 34% 40% 46% 34% 28% 21%
(2) 13% 18% 16% 11% 12% 7%
(3) 10% 13% 10% 12% 9% 6%
(4) 7% 7% 5% 9% 7% 8%
(5) 10% 7% 7% 11% 14% 13%
(6) 6% 5% 4% 6% 7% 9%
(7) 5% 4% 2% 7% 6% 8%
(8) 5% 2% 1% 3% 5% 12%
(9) 2% ∗ 1% 2% 2% 7%
extremely relevant (10) 3% 1% 2% 2% 2% 8%
I do not know this grouping/ institution 4% 2% 5% 4% 7% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
not relevant (at all) (1-3) 57% 71% 73% 57% 48% 34%
(extremely) relevant (8-10) 10% 4% 4% 6% 10% 27%
average 3,5 2,8 2,5 3,4 3,8 5,0
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Question 11:
What is your main expectation of BRICS? Please choose one 
priority out of the following list.
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

promoting economic cooperation and growth between its 
members

42% 25% 55% 40% 48% 40%

balancing the international influence of Western countries 23% 21% 21% 18% 28% 26%
promoting multilateral reforms 13% 20% 7% 9% 11% 17%
enhancing political influence of its members 9% 21% 5% 14% 4% 3%
financial cooperation i.e. currency, New Development Bank 6% 3% 7% 11% 2% 7%
increasing technological and scientific exchange between its 
members

4% 1% 2% 6% 3% 5%

Negative/ no expectations 1% 2% - ∗ - 1%
Strategic autonomy/ no domination ∗ - - - ∗ -
Promoting peace and common value ∗ ∗ - - - -
Other ∗ - 1% - - -
don't know/not answered 3% 6% 3% 1% 2% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 12:
Do you see Germany as a partner for ... on the following 
issues?

Overview: Yes, definitely / Yes, somewhat
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Trade 95% 99% 97% 96% 96% 86%
Economic development 94% 99% 96% 91% 94% 89%
Environment protection 87% 94% 88% 91% 75% 84%
Democracy promotion 73% 87% 75% 80% 50% 73%
Reform of international institutions 66% 83% 66% 65% 60% 57%
Defence 65% 56% 59% 58% 78% 72%
International conflict resolution 61% 83% 61% 59% 50% 49%
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Question 12_1:
Do you see Germany as a partner for ... on the following 
issues?

Trade
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Yes, definitely 62% 60% 76% 63% 70% 39%
Yes, somewhat 33% 38% 21% 33% 26% 48%
No 4% 1% 3% 1% 2% 11%
don't know/not answered 2% ∗ - 3% 2% 2%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Yes, definitely/Yes, somewhat 95% 99% 97% 96% 96% 86%
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Question 12_2:
Do you see Germany as a partner for ... on the following 
issues?

Economic development
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Yes, definitely 57% 63% 72% 45% 59% 45%
Yes, somewhat 37% 35% 24% 46% 35% 44%
No 5% 1% 4% 6% 4% 10%
don't know/not answered 1% ∗ - 3% 1% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Yes, definitely/Yes, somewhat 94% 99% 96% 91% 94% 89%
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Question 12_3:
Do you see Germany as a partner for ... on the following 
issues?

Democracy promotion
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Yes, definitely 32% 39% 37% 34% 18% 32%
Yes, somewhat 41% 47% 37% 46% 33% 41%
No 25% 12% 25% 16% 46% 24%
don't know/not answered 2% 2% - 4% 4% 3%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Yes, definitely/Yes, somewhat 73% 87% 75% 80% 50% 73%
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Question 12_4:
Do you see Germany as a partner for ... on the following 
issues?

Defence
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Yes, definitely 18% 8% 20% 13% 28% 24%
Yes, somewhat 46% 49% 39% 45% 50% 48%
No 31% 42% 36% 35% 17% 24%
don't know/not answered 5% 1% 5% 7% 5% 4%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Yes, definitely/Yes, somewhat 65% 56% 59% 58% 78% 72%
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Question 12_5:
Do you see Germany as a partner for ... on the following 
issues?

International conflict resolution
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Yes, definitely 16% 23% 20% 14% 10% 15%
Yes, somewhat 44% 60% 41% 45% 40% 34%
No 36% 16% 37% 38% 44% 47%
don't know/not answered 3% ∗ 2% 4% 6% 4%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Yes, definitely/Yes, somewhat 61% 83% 61% 59% 50% 49%
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Question 12_6:
Do you see Germany as a partner for ... on the following 
issues?

Reform of international institutions
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Yes, definitely 24% 31% 28% 21% 20% 20%
Yes, somewhat 42% 52% 38% 45% 40% 36%
No 31% 16% 33% 31% 34% 40%
don't know/not answered 3% ∗ 1% 4% 6% 3%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Yes, definitely/Yes, somewhat 66% 83% 66% 65% 60% 57%
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Question 12_7:
Do you see Germany as a partner for ... on the following 
issues?

Environment protection
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Yes, definitely 45% 46% 52% 54% 32% 40%
Yes, somewhat 42% 48% 35% 38% 43% 45%
No 11% 4% 12% 6% 20% 12%
don't know/not answered 2% 2% - 3% 4% 3%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Yes, definitely/Yes, somewhat 87% 94% 88% 91% 75% 84%

Seite 55



Emerging Middle Powers 2026
 

Total

Germany
South 
Africa Brazil India Indonesia

f25.0310 Ma, Sf/Os, February 2026
Country

Question 13:
Thinking about your country's economic development, which 
of the following approaches to trade would you like to see in 
the future for your country?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Support of WTO and multilateral trade agreements 28% 50% 26% 33% 14% 17%
Diversification of trade partners through bilateral trade 
agreements

67% 46% 69% 62% 81% 76%

Protectionist measures 3% 2% 3% 3% 2% 3%
don't know/not answered 3% 2% 1% 2% 3% 4%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 14:
Indicate how much you support or oppose each of the 
following WTO reform proposals.

Overview: Strongly Support / Somewhat Support
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Strengthen dialogue among members: Improve formal and 
informal discussions on emerging trade issues.

89% 87% 89% 93% 88% 90%

Revive dispute settlement: Restore a functional, binding 
system (e.g., the Appellate Body).

76% 82% 73% 83% 74% 70%

Update subsidy rules: Modernize rules on industrial subsidies 
while keeping some flexibility for development.

75% 74% 76% 79% 73% 71%

Clarify national security exception: Set clearer guidelines for 
when countries can use the national security clause.

73% 72% 68% 80% 76% 71%

Allow plurilateral agreements: Let groups of WTO members 
adopt issue-specific agreements without full consensus.

64% 68% 64% 71% 62% 54%
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Question 14_1:
Indicate how much you support or oppose each of the 
following WTO reform proposals.

Revive dispute settlement: Restore a functional, binding 
system (e.g., the Appellate Body).
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Strongly Support 49% 62% 48% 65% 35% 35%
Somewhat Support 27% 20% 25% 18% 38% 34%
Neutral 13% 6% 16% 6% 14% 21%
Somewhat Oppose 1% ∗ 3% 1% 2% -
Strongly Oppose ∗ - 1% ∗ - 1%
don't know/not answered 9% 11% 8% 9% 10% 9%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Strongly Support/Somewhat Support 76% 82% 73% 83% 74% 70%
Somewhat Oppose/Strongly Oppose 2% ∗ 3% 2% 2% 1%
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Question 14_2:
Indicate how much you support or oppose each of the 
following WTO reform proposals.

Allow plurilateral agreements: Let groups of WTO members 
adopt issue-specific agreements without full consensus.
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Strongly Support 26% 32% 22% 33% 24% 18%
Somewhat Support 38% 36% 42% 38% 38% 36%
Neutral 16% 13% 17% 10% 17% 23%
Somewhat Oppose 8% 5% 10% 10% 7% 10%
Strongly Oppose 3% - 3% 3% 4% 3%
don't know/not answered 9% 14% 5% 6% 9% 10%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Strongly Support/Somewhat Support 64% 68% 64% 71% 62% 54%
Somewhat Oppose/Strongly Oppose 11% 5% 14% 13% 11% 13%
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Question 14_3:
Indicate how much you support or oppose each of the 
following WTO reform proposals.

Update subsidy rules: Modernize rules on industrial subsidies 
while keeping some flexibility for development.
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Strongly Support 34% 32% 41% 45% 28% 25%
Somewhat Support 40% 41% 35% 35% 45% 46%
Neutral 13% 11% 13% 8% 14% 18%
Somewhat Oppose 3% 2% 3% 4% 3% 4%
Strongly Oppose 1% ∗ - 2% - 1%
don't know/not answered 8% 13% 7% 7% 9% 6%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Strongly Support/Somewhat Support 75% 74% 76% 79% 73% 71%
Somewhat Oppose/Strongly Oppose 4% 2% 3% 6% 3% 5%
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Question 14_4:
Indicate how much you support or oppose each of the 
following WTO reform proposals.

Clarify national security exception: Set clearer guidelines for 
when countries can use the national security clause.
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Strongly Support 42% 35% 43% 54% 43% 34%
Somewhat Support 32% 37% 25% 26% 33% 37%
Neutral 12% 9% 16% 6% 11% 20%
Somewhat Oppose 5% 7% 4% 4% 3% 3%
Strongly Oppose 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 1%
don't know/not answered 9% 11% 10% 8% 8% 5%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Strongly Support/Somewhat Support 73% 72% 68% 80% 76% 71%
Somewhat Oppose/Strongly Oppose 6% 8% 5% 7% 5% 4%
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Question 14_5:
Indicate how much you support or oppose each of the 
following WTO reform proposals.

Strengthen dialogue among members: Improve formal and 
informal discussions on emerging trade issues.
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Strongly Support 69% 60% 73% 83% 61% 68%
Somewhat Support 21% 26% 16% 11% 27% 22%
Neutral 5% 5% 4% 2% 6% 5%
Somewhat Oppose 1% ∗ 1% ∗ ∗ -
Strongly Oppose 1% ∗ 1% ∗ ∗ 1%
don't know/not answered 5% 8% 5% 4% 5% 4%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Strongly Support/Somewhat Support 89% 87% 89% 93% 88% 90%
Somewhat Oppose/Strongly Oppose 1% 1% 2% 1% 1% 1%
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Question 15:
Which of these supply chain strategies should your country 
pursue most strongly?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Develop domestic production for critical inputs 41% 30% 46% 48% 51% 31%
Increase integration into global supply chains 23% 4% 20% 30% 24% 36%
Diversify suppliers across multiple regions 22% 50% 19% 16% 10% 15%

Bring production closer to home (nearshoring/friendshoring) 11% 15% 14% 4% 12% 10%

don't know/not answered 3% 1% 1% 2% 3% 8%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Seite 63



Emerging Middle Powers 2026
 

Total

Germany
South 
Africa Brazil India Indonesia

f25.0310 Ma, Sf/Os, February 2026
Country

Question 16:
Which of the following strategies should ... adapt 
internationally?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Balancing, to counter influence of one power or alliance so it 
does not become too strong

51% 33% 53% 42% 64% 64%

Hedging, to avoid choosing sides too clearly 39% 11% 39% 62% 36% 49%
Aligning, to form alliances based on interests or ideology 37% 88% 33% 13% 30% 22%
Buckpassing, to avoid direct responsibility 1% - 1% 3% 1% 3%
Bandwagoning, to support the strongest power 1% ∗ - 1% 1% 3%
don't know/not answered 2% 1% 2% 6% 1% 1%
total 133% 134% 127% 127% 134% 141%
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Question 17:
How do you see the future of the international order?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Multiple plurilateral and regional arrangements: states 
engage in variable thematic or regional arrangements and 
partnerships, filling the gap left by multilateral paralysis.

48% 54% 48% 49% 46% 44%

Renewed Multilateralism: High-level political commitment is 
resumed, with leaders from the North and South revitalising 
multilateral institutions and supporting the Pact for the 
Future.

17% 11% 22% 9% 19% 26%

A thin multilateral order: multilateralism is limited in scope 
and purpose, ensuring basic stability rather than promoting 
change.

17% 15% 14% 23% 13% 18%

Zones of Influence: Great powers agree on a territorial 
division of influence or control and reach a common 
understanding of how to uphold the arrangement and 
address disagreements.

15% 19% 14% 18% 14% 9%

don't know/not answered 3% 1% 2% 1% 7% 2%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 18:
Which area of reform on the international stage is the most 
urgent?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

UN Security Council 51% 51% 45% 46% 43% 72%
Financial architecture 21% 20% 32% 25% 17% 11%
Trade architecture 21% 20% 20% 21% 33% 12%
Climate/ environment/ sustainability/ energy transition 1% 1% 1% 2% ∗ 1%
UN system beyond the Security Council ∗ - - 1% - -
Other ∗ - 1% - - -
don't know/not answered 5% 6% 2% 6% 6% 4%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 19:
What is the role of emerging middle powers in rebuilding the 
international order?

Overview: yes
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Pushing for global governance reform 92% 86% 97% 95% 86% 94%
Defending sovereignty and territorial integrity 91% 90% 88% 95% 87% 94%
Calling great powers to account 82% 82% 84% 89% 77% 78%
Advancing regionalism (i.e. Indonesia in ASEAN, South Africa 
in AU, etc.)

79% 71% 86% 82% 66% 93%

Expanding alternate arrangements like BRICS 72% 32% 79% 91% 79% 78%
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Question 19_1:
What is the role of emerging middle powers in rebuilding the 
international order?

Calling great powers to account
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

yes 82% 82% 84% 89% 77% 78%
no 13% 13% 15% 9% 11% 18%
don't know/not answered 5% 5% 1% 2% 11% 5%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 19_2:
What is the role of emerging middle powers in rebuilding the 
international order?

Defending sovereignty and territorial integrity
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

yes 91% 90% 88% 95% 87% 94%
no 6% 6% 9% 3% 6% 5%
don't know/not answered 3% 4% 3% 1% 6% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 19_3:
What is the role of emerging middle powers in rebuilding the 
international order?

Expanding alternate arrangements like BRICS
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

yes 72% 32% 79% 91% 79% 78%
no 22% 56% 18% 8% 12% 15%
don't know/not answered 6% 12% 3% 1% 9% 7%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 19_4:
What is the role of emerging middle powers in rebuilding the 
international order?

Pushing for global governance reform
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

yes 92% 86% 97% 95% 86% 94%
no 6% 10% 3% 4% 8% 4%
don't know/not answered 3% 4% 1% 1% 5% 2%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 19_5:
What is the role of emerging middle powers in rebuilding the 
international order?

Advancing regionalism (i.e. Indonesia in ASEAN, South Africa 
in AU, etc.)
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

yes 79% 71% 86% 82% 66% 93%
no 14% 18% 11% 15% 20% 5%
don't know/not answered 7% 12% 3% 3% 15% 3%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 20:
Which of the following contributions should emerging middle 
powers (e.g. Brazil, India, South Africa, Indonesia) prioritize in 
supporting global public goods and development 
cooperation?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

South-South Technical Cooperation: Emphasise South-South 
cooperation through knowledge sharing, technical 
assistance, and capacity-building initiatives, rather than large 
monetary aid.

63% 49% 70% 75% 51% 68%

Multilateral and Triangular Partnerships: Channel 
contributions via multilateral institutions and triangular 
cooperation arrangements - for instance, co-financing 
projects through development banks, climate funds, or UN 
programs alongside traditional donors.

61% 62% 59% 69% 54% 59%

Increased Financial Contributions: Significantly scale up their 
financial contributions to international development efforts 
and global public goods funds, commensurate with their 
growing economic weight and influence.

23% 41% 14% 16% 26% 19%

Limited New Obligations: Focus on domestic development 
priorities and incremental cooperation only, given that many 
advanced economies are themselves falling short of aid 
commitments - emerging middle powers should not be 
expected to increase overseas assistance until they attain 
significantly higher income levels.

20% 15% 24% 13% 23% 25%

don't know/not answered 4% 6% 3% 2% 6% 3%
total 170% 172% 171% 175% 160% 174%
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Question 21:
Over the next five years, do you think military conflicts 
worldwide will ...?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Escalate a lot 33% 38% 31% 33% 39% 24%
Escalate somewhat 48% 42% 50% 46% 39% 62%
Remain the same 12% 17% 11% 15% 9% 9%
Diminish somewhat 4% 1% 5% 3% 9% -
Diminish a lot ∗ ∗ 1% - ∗ -
don't know/not answered 3% 1% 1% 3% 3% 4%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Escalate a lot/Escalate somewhat 81% 80% 81% 79% 78% 86%
Diminish somewhat/Diminish a lot 4% 2% 7% 3% 9% -
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Question 22:
Are you?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Male 63% 69% 62% 63% 68% 53%
Female 36% 30% 36% 37% 30% 46%
not answered 1% 2% 2% - 2% 1%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 23:
What is your age?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

18-39 29% 13% 23% 19% 22% 67%
40-54 35% 34% 41% 45% 33% 23%
55-64 21% 33% 20% 24% 20% 5%
65 or older 15% 19% 14% 12% 24% 5%
not answered 1% 1% 3% - 1% -
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 24:
In which area do you work?
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Think Tank/ Academia 40% 35% 57% 48% 31% 29%
Government 21% 22% 14% 33% 8% 27%
Private sector 13% 6% 7% 9% 33% 10%
Civil Society (NGO, association, etc.) 9% 18% 10% 5% 6% 8%
Media 9% 9% 5% 2% 8% 18%
International organizations 2% 3% 3% 2% 2% 2%
Parliament 2% 4% 2% 1% 1% 3%
Retired 1% ∗ 1% - 2% 1%
Other 1% 1% 1% - 3% -
not answered 2% 2% 1% 1% 5% 2%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 25:
Please identify your main area of work.
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Foreign Policy 36% 49% 26% 34% 16% 53%
Education and Research 19% 9% 31% 24% 16% 13%
Economy and Foreign Trade 14% 12% 12% 16% 15% 14%
Defence and International Security 11% 14% 8% 10% 15% 6%
other 16% 11% 20% 14% 26% 11%
not answered 5% 5% 3% 1% 11% 3%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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Question 26:
What is your highest level of education?
base ( 100% ) 212 216 0 0 0 0

Secondary school leaving certificate, Abitur / university 
entrance qualification

3% 3%

Bachelor's degree or equivalent 2% 2%
Master's degree or equivalent 50% 50%
Doctorate or equivalent 39% 39%
other degree 4% 4%
not answered 1% 1%
total 100% 100%
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country
base ( 100% ) 1061 216 153 341 203 148

Germany 20% 100% - - - -
South Africa 20% - 100% - - -
Brazil 20% - - 100% - -
India 20% - - - 100% -
Indonesia 20% - - - - 100%
total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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