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The Berlin Pulse 
Survey 2025 / 2026
A representative survey on German attitudes to 
foreign policy commissioned by Körber-Stiftung
All US results by
September 2025 

2025: spontaneously: none of the above 7 %, don’t know 1 % | 2025: spontaneously: none of the above 3 %

17 %
Militarily

72 %
Diplomatically

7 %
Financially

Split priorities

Should Germany engage more strongly on 
international crises or exercise more restraint? 

2025
2024

43 %
44 %

Exercise 
more restraint 

48 %
46 %

Engage more 
strongly

Of those who favour more engagement:
Should Germany become more strongly engaged 
militarily, diplomatically or financially?



Foreign policy matters

How interested are you in foreign and security policy?

	Not at all
3 %

Less interested

21 %

Interested

48 %
Very interested

28 %

Biggest challanges: Ukraine and Middle East

What are the greatest challenges currently facing German foreign policy?

2025: don’t know 7 %, no answer 1 %

Migration

Ukraine 45 %

40 %

35 %

30 %

25 %

20 %

15 %

10 %

5 %

0 %
2017	 2018	 2019	 2020	 2021	 2022	 2023	 2024	 2025

Israel/Middle East

United States

Climate change 
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US respondents: 
Which country is currently the most important 
partner for the United States?

German respondents:
Which country is currently the most important 
partner for Germany?

France 

Fading US role

2025: don’t know 1 %

No military leadership

Should Germany play a military leadership role in Europe?

Rather yes

38 %
32 % 

Rather no

61 %
65 %

United States China Russia 

US respondents, 2025: don’t know / no answer 36 %German respondents, 2025: don’t know 15 %, no answer 1 % 

United Kingdom IsraelChina Germany

	 2017 	  2019 	  2021	 2023	 2025 	 2017 	  2019 	  2021	 2023	 2025
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Overestimated power

How much of its GDP do you think Germany spends on defence? 
German respondents estimated:

Backing stronger defence

Germany plans to double defence spending over the next ten years. 
Is this target …

Over 5 per cent

35 %3–5 per cent

29 %2 per cent

22 %

1 per cent

4 %

2025: don’t know / no answer 9 % 

	Adequate

72 %
Not Adequate

27 %

2025: don’t know 1 %
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2025: don’t know 1 %

Germany refuses to step in

The United States is withdrawing its financial support for international institutions like the United 
Nations. In response, should Germany increase, maintain, reduce, or stop its own contributions?

Reduce

10 %

17 %
Maintain

Increase

55 %

Stop

17 %

German respondents, 2025: bad 73 %, don’t know 1 % | US respondents, 2025: bad 24 %, don’t know / no answer 5 % 

2017	 2018	 2019	 2020	 2021	 2022	 2023	 2024	 2025

US respondents: 
good

German respondents: 
good

Transatlantic drift

How would you rate the current relations between 
Germany and the United States? 

90 %

80 %

70 %

60 %

50 %

40 %

30 %

20 %

10 %

0 % 
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German respondents, 2025: answer ‘neither’ ranged from 1 to 3 per cent for all issues, 
‘don’t know ’ ranged from 1 to 3 per cent for all issues

US respondents, 2025: answer ‘don’t know / no answer’ ranged from 9 to 10 per cent for all issues

German respondents:
Do you see the United States as a partner on these issues?

US respondents: 
Do you see Germany as a partner on these issues?

Less transatlantic alignment

Promoting 
global 
democracy 

23 %

Dealing with 
China

31 %
49 % 

Dealing with the 
war between 
Israel and Hamas

32 %
54 % 

	Dealing with the 
war in Ukraine 

38 %
70 % 

Promoting 
free trade

21 %
64 % 

Promoting 
global 
democracy 

59 %
Dealing with 
China

52 %
55 % 

Dealing with the 
war between 
Israel and Hamas

41 %
46 % 

	Dealing with the 
war in Ukraine 

54 %
59 %

Promoting 
free trade

 62 %
67 %

2025
2024
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2025: don’t know 2 %

Nuclear Europe

Should Germany acquire its own nuclear weapons in the future?

2025: don’t know 1 %

62 % 
No

35 % 
Yes

82 % 
No

17 % 
Yes

Should Germany seek a nuclear umbrella from France and the United Kingdom?

2025: don’t know 2 %

24 % 
No

75 % 
Yes

Can Germany still rely on the US nuclear umbrella for its security?
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How free do people in Germany feel to express their 
opinions, even if these are unpopular?
(German respondents):

How free do people in the United States feel to express 
their opinions, even if these are unpopular?
(German respondents):

40 %
	Not too free/Not at all free 

Extremly free/Very free

59 %

61 %
	Not too free/Not at all free 

Extremly free/Very free

35 %

How free do people in Germany feel to express their 
opinions, even if these are unpopular?
(US respondents):

German respondents, 2025: don’t know 4 %

15 %

	Not too free/Not at all free 

Extremly free/Very free

33 %

28 %
Somewhat free

23 %
	Not too free/Not at all free 

Extremly free/Very free

45 %

24 %
Somewhat free

How free do people in the United States feel to express 
their opinions, even if these are unpopular?
(US respondents):

Free speech?

US respondents, 2025: Not sure 6 %, don’t know / no answer 2 % 

US respondents, 2025: Not sure 22 %, don’t know / no answer 3 % 
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Positive

US respondents: 
How do you see China’s rising influence?

US, 2025: don’t know / no answer 5 % 

80 %

70 %

60 %

50 %

40 %

30 %

20 %

10 %

0 %
2023	 2024	 2025

Negative

German respondents, 2025: don’t know 1 %

German respondents:
How do you see China’s rising influence?

80 %

70 %

60 %

50 %

40 %

30 %

20 %

10 %

0 %
	 2017	 2018 	  2019	 2020 	  2021	 2022	 2023	 2024	 2025

German and US respondents, 2025: ‘don’t know / no answer’ ranged from 1 to 4 per cent for all issues

Softening stance on China

China’s economy seen as a threat

Does China represent a major, a minor or no threat 
to the American economy? (US respondents):

Do the following countries represent a major, a minor or 
no threat to Germany’s economy? (German respondents):

48 %
52 %
Minor threat

38 %
17 %
Major threat

Negative

Neutral 

Positive 

14 %
29 %
No threat

China

66 %
67 %
Major threat

9 %
8 %
No threat

China

31 %
34 %
Minor threat

59 %
56 %
Major threat

9 %
9 %
No threat

21 %
20 %
Minor threat

United States

Neutral 
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Russia seen as a threat

Do the following countries represent a military threat to … ?

… security in the United States? (US respondents):… Germany’s security? (German respondents):

Russia Russia

47 %
39 %

17 %
16 %

35 %
43 %

59 %
59 %

27 %
28 %

9 %
7 %

China

44 %
41 %

46 %
47 %

9 %
10 %

China

25 %
21 %

61 %
64 %

9 %
9 %

German and US respondents: ‘don’t know / no answer’ ranged from 1 to 5 per cent for all issues

	 Major military threat

	 Minor military threat

	 No military threat 

	 Major military threat

	 Minor military threat

	 No military threat 

Iran

44 %
35 %

45 %
45 %

10 %
15 %

Iran

18 %
12 %

46 %
40 %

32 %
42 %

2025
2024
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2025: don’t know 1 %

65 % 
	Somewhat concerned/
Not concerned 

34 % 
 Very concerned/

Concerned

Russia’s influence sparks concern

How concerned are you about Russia trying to influence 
public opinion in Germany?

2025: don’t know 1 %

45 % 
	Somewhat concerned/
Not concerned 

54 % 
 Very concerned/

Concerned

No panic about China’s influence

How concerned are you about China trying to influence 
public opinion in Germany?

2025
2024



German respondents: ‘don’t know’ ranged from 1 to 4 per cent for all issues | US respondents: ‘not sure’ ranged from 
28 to 36 per cent for all issues; ‘don’t know / no answer’ ranged from 3 to 4 per cent for all issues

Trump is no peacemaker

How committed do you think is President Donald Trump to 
finding a lasting peace between Russia and Ukraine?

German respondents, 2025: don’t know 1 % | US respondents: Not sure 17 %, don’t know / no answer 1 %

German respondents: 

65 % 
Not too committed/
Not at all committed

34 % 
 Very committed/

Somewhat committed

To Israel

15 %  
25 %

24 %  
31 %

To Taiwan

To Ukraine 59 %  
57 %

Support for Ukraine

German respondents: 
Germany should provide 
military assistance …

US respondents: 
The United States should provide 
military assistance …

To Israel

22 %  
30 %

32 %  
36 %

To Taiwan

To Ukraine 41 %  
41 %

US respondents:

42 % 
Not too committed/
Not at all committed

40 % 
 Very committed/

Somewhat committed

17 % 
Not sure

28	
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Yes

56 % No

42 %

Yes to peacekeepers in Ukraine

Should Germany send troops to Ukraine as part of a European 
peacekeeping mission if a ceasefire is reached?

2025: don’t know 2 %

No trust in Putin

Does President Vladimir Putin want to end the war through negotiation or 
pursue a military victory?

21 %

Military victory

Negotiation

76 %

2025: don’t know 3 %, no answer 1 % 
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Diplomatic pressure please

Should Germany increase diplomatic pressure on Israel to end the war in Gaza?

2025: don’t know 2 %

25 %
No

73 %
Yes

Rethinking relations to Israel?

Does Germany bear a special historical and moral responsibility 
for Israel’s security as a result of the Holocaust?

2025: don’t know 1 %, no answer 1 % 

60 % 
No

38 % 
Yes
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2025: don’t know 3 %

German respondents: don’t know 1 % | US respondents: don’t know / no answer 6 %

US respondents: German respondents: 

Loss of European influence

Has the European Union’s influence in the world in recent years … ?

Rather decreased

64 %
44 %

Rather 
increased

9 % 
12 %

	Stayed 
the same

26 % 
42 %

	Stayed 
the same

46 %
49 %Rather 

decreased

25 %
23 %

Rather 
increased

23 %
20 %

Cautious Europe

How do you assess Europe’s approach to asserting its economic 
interests vis-à-vis the United States?

Too aggressive

5 %

Just right

19 %

Too cautious

73 %
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Strategic hesitation

German Foreign Minister Wadephul announced that Germany will focus 
its foreign policy more on security, national interests, and the economy 
than in the past. Do you agree with this approach?

Open to compromise

How should Germany act when addressing global 
problems with other countries?

2025: don’t know 1 %, spontaneously: none of the above 3 %

64 % 
	Be more willing to compromise and 
sometimes put its own interests aside.

31 % 
Primarily insist on its own interests, 

even if this makes solving global 
problems harder.

The survey for Germany was commissioned by Körber-Stiftung 
and carried out by forsa Gesellschaft für Sozialforschung 
und statistische Analysen mbH, 15 – 26 September, 2025. 
Computer-Assisted Telephone interviews were conducted 
with a representative random sample of 1,503 participants 
(Margin of error: +/- 2.5 per cent for unit values). German data 
and results available at www.theberlinpulse.org.

The survey for the United States was conducted by Ipsos for 
Pew Research Center in September 2025. Online interviews 
were conducted with a representative random sample of 
1,015 participants, 19 – 26 September, 2025 (Margin of error: 
+/- 3.1 per cent at the 95 per cent confidence level).

2025: don’t know 3 %, no answer 1 % 

No, Germany should prioritize promoting democracy, 
the rule of law and human rights.

55 %

41 %
	Yes, I agree with his approach. 


